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December 15, 2001  

From: 
  The Secretary 
  IVPT 
  Isalayam Lane, Anayara P.O., Trivandrum -29 
 
To:  
  The Secretary to Govt 
  General Education Dept. 
  Govt of Kerala, Trivandrum 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
We are proud to submit the following suggestions to solve many of the existing 
defects and to improve the present educational system. 
 
The Isa Viswa Prajnana Trust, Anayara, Trivandrum is a registered socio-cultural 
charitable Public Trust (Register No IV/402/2000), founded and guided by H.H.  
Swami Isa, situated at Anayara in Trivandrum Dist.  Since its inception, the Trust has 
been rendering valuable service to the society in the fields of education, health care, 
human resources development, and family welfare, with the aim of creating a 
peaceful world.  The primary object of the Trust is to ensure improvements in the 
fields of education according to Swami Isa’s vision on education, i.e., Education for 
Total Consciousness.   
 
Under the guidance of Swami Isa, a Committee headed by Dr. A. Sukumaran Nair, 
Former Vice Chancellor of Mahatma Gandhi University, has completed the 
methodology and presently engaged in preparing the detailed lesson plans for all 
levels of education, from LKG to higher classes.  With a view to make drastic change 
in the present system of education, the Trust conducted two important educational 
conferences (i.e., one at the National Level and the other at International Level) in 
Trivandrum during the year 2001.  A large number of educational experts from India 
and abroad participated in both conferences.  One of the important theme papers 
presented in the conference was Swami Isa’s vision on education, namely ETC. 
 
Various discussions were held on the subject and the participants unanimously opined 
that if this system were to be adopted in the present curriculum, it could solve many 
of the existing defects and uphold the moral value of education in a scientific way.  A 
brief report of the Educational Conferences held during the year 2001 is attached 
herewith. In this connection, the Trust would like to submit the following 
suggestions, which came out from the discussions held in the Conferences, to 
improve the present educational systems. 
 



 

 

 
Equal importance has to be given to both objective and subjective elements, its 
relation to society, environment, and the universe, so that each individual can develop 
his or her consciousness.  According to the vision, there is no change at all in topics 
to be taught, only in the methodology of teaching.  Each topic is correlated with his or 
her own experience and he or she knows what is the relation to society, environment, 
and the universe.  There is no need of teaching moral science or ethics separately.   
 
It is not merely a theory, now ETC is being practised in our school, namely Isa Viswa 
Vidyalayam.  Here methodology is applied from the beginning of LKG to the highest 
classes. It can be applied even to research level also. In our school, the system is 
implemented in all classes. The teachers selected to work in Isa Viswa Vidyalayam 
have been given training in this methodology and they find it very easy to handle the 
various topics in the classrooms. Students are also given project work according to 
the topics taught, and thus the student population is attaining immense knowledge of 
the self and surroundings.  This helps each individual to know his or her own place in 
the society according to his or her traits and merits and surely he or she develops a 
positive approach to life. 
 
Evaluations of students’ achievement are also done in different way, by assessing five 
qualities in a multi-tiered assessment of the individual, in addition to a written 
examination.  The student is assessed on gestures, speaking and writing ability.  The 
mental plane is assessed by taking note of the child’s emotional response and 
behaviour.  Reduced ignorance and ego are given higher credit.   
 
This methodology of teaching has been presented to eminent educational experts 
through educational conferences.  They opined that this is the most suitable method 
for the present world of education. 
 
We request that necessary steps may be taken to include the above suggestion of the 
Trust for discussions at Government level to make necessary reforms in the present 
system of education, and to consider our basic documents that is ETC for the 
betterment of the educational system in the country. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Secretary 
Isa Viswa Prajnana Trust 
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Resolutions of the International Conference 
on “Education for Total Consciousness”, 2001 

 
1. Present-day education has its focus on external knowledge. This is true for 

education given at all levels, from pre-primary to higher education. Teachers and 
parents alike are interested in operating a system of education which addresses 
only one of the intentions of education – producing job seekers who are in the end 
dissatisfied with themselves, the system and life. These frustrations have 
contributed in large measure to the inordinate increase in suicides, violence, 
hatred, terrorism, accidents, corruption and cynicism resulting in uncertainty and 
untold misery to life on earth. Science and technology developed during the past 
several centuries for making life more comfortable, have themselves become 
weapons of human destruction and the culture developed by the humans. 
Education should counter the above menace. What is needed is a new kind of 
education. A paradigm shift in education is the only long term and lasting 
measures to change the social set-up and to input sanity and rationality in human 
behavior. 

 
2. The major defect in present-day education is that it has its focus on the acquisition 

of knowledge external to the learner (object-based knowledge) and has failed to 
provide knowledge about the learner himself (subject-based knowledge). The 
learner should be helped to know that whatever is present with external world is 
also present within the individual learner. The study of phenomena outside should 
be taken up simultaneously with the study of the individual and then only will 
education be complete and meaningful. Incorporating the study of knowledge 
about the self should be done in relation to study of the object, the environment, 
the society and the universe. Such as study which puts the learner as part of his 
environment will lead to love instead of hatred, understanding instead of 
intolerance, harmony instead of disequilibrium. The new education will promote 
ecological balance instead of the concept of ecological exploitation. 

 
3. The ETC, as proposed by H.H. Swami Isa, is a remedy for the ills of the education 

and of society. The concept, the methods and techniques are those which would 
give a meaning to education. 

 
4. With a view to spreading the message of ETC it is necessary to develop the IVPT 

as a model agency, with its headquarters at Thiruvananthapuram. It is necessary 
that local centres are started in various states of India, and in countries abroad. 
The committees will hold conferences, seminars, meetings for spreading the new 
message in consultation with the IVPT. 

 
5. The IVPT will further strengthen its R&D setup, to fine-tune the philosophy of 

Education for Total Consciousness and chalk out strategies for spreading the basic 
concepts implied in the new system. The IVPT will produce on mass scale using 
new instructional models which will cover the needs of learners at all levels. 
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6. It is necessary to give wide publicity to the proceedings of the Conference, and it 
is best to the resolutions, are sent to agencies like the U.N., government of India, 
state governments in India, other educationalists and implementing agencies as 
also the media with a request that they will launch a major debate on the issue. 

 
7. It is necessary to chalk out ways and means of mobilising public opinion on the 

issue and influence educationalists and policy makers all over the world through 
appropriate interchange of ideas. 
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EDUCATION FOR TOTAL CONSCIOUSNESS (ETC) 

 
Isa Viswa Prajnana Trust, Anayara P.O. Thiruvananthapuram is a registered socio-
cultural charitable organisation (Registration No. IV/402/2000) founded and guided by 
H.H. Swami Isa. The primary objective of the Trust is to ensure improvements in the 
field of education as per Swami Isa’s Vision on education in Education for Total 
Consciousness. ETC is a specialised approach to teaching and learning with its own 
specialised epistemology. It looks upon the acquisition and integration of knowledge as a 
two-fold process, which comprises of the internalization of knowledge of two kinds – the 
objective and the subjective aspects of knowledge. The objective aspect of knowledge 
refers to ideational, descriptive knowledge of the physical world. The objective aspect 
deals with knowledge that is external to the learner, and treats the learner as one different 
from his physical and biological environment. The subjective aspect of knowledge refers 
to knowledge with its major focus on the knower and his learning mechanism that looks 
inward, one which connects the learner with the aspects he has learnt. Education becomes 
complete only when the objective and subjective aspects of knowledge get meaningfully 
integrated. This would imply the use of teaching-learning methods, giving equal 
importance to both the above aspects of learning.   
 
The conventional system of education treats knowledge as objective—something which 
is treated as falling outside the learner, with its emphasis on descriptive knowledge, 
which is only a shadow of real knowledge, knowledge in its symbolic form.  Since it is 
based on what is outside the individual objective knowledge—it will only touch the 
periphery of human learning. What is needed is a new education which is built around 
deep and internalized knowledge—a concept of knowledge which treats knowledge as 
something happening within the learner—the integration of learning with the learner: the 
subjective aspect of learning. Present day education, despite the many material 
advantages that it confers on the learner, is incomplete learning because it is built upon 
objective knowledge or conceptualization of knowledge as something outside the learner.  
Existing educational practice, centred around objective knowledge, creates big gaps 
between the teacher, the taught, and the content of the learned. The distance between the 
learner and the surrounding universe only increases with this type of teaching. What we 
need is a unification of the above three elements: the triad of learning viz. the teacher, the 
taught, and the content of learning. The ultimate aim of education should be to reduce the 
distance between the learner and the surrounding universe, and finally to facilitate the 
merger between the two.  Keeping this as the focal principle of learning, ETC requires 
the use of real integrated experiences which facilitate a new kind of learning that 
emphasises the developing of a common thread which connects the teacher, the taught, 
and the lesson content, and ultimately finds the learner within the universe around him. 
 
Under the guidance of H.H. Swami Isa, a number of eminent educationalists and other 
scholars and specialists worked for months to evolve a practical scheme which will 
translate Swami Isa’s educational Vision into practice – a new model of education which 
will help to transmit the curriculum content to achieve the highest learning possible, 
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using the new conceptions about knowledge, and the framework of the deeper learning 
outcomes. 
 
The universe, the teacher, the taught and the lesson are all interdependent elements of the 
new system. Each element should not be treated as a separate entity. The healthy 
interaction of these elements is crucial for achieving higher levels of understanding for all 
humans, which is essential for creating a new society free from tensions and hidden 
hostilities, a society where each individual understands and accepts the other around him 
and uses the environment with utmost care and caution. Modern education has totally 
neglected the balanced interaction and development of these determining factors. This is 
often responsible for many of the social evils which are becoming dominant and make the 
present-day society an arena for unhealthy competitions and expression of hostilities. 
 
The lopsided development of these factors in contemporary society needs to be corrected 
if we want to cure the ills of present day society. Education has a key role to play in these 
lapses. 
 
Swami Isa strongly reminds us of the fact that unless we correct the errors in the system 
of education, the gap between individuals, groups, societies and countries would widen to 
such an extent that there will be a violent explosion of hatred among humans leading to a 
total destruction of life and the fruits of culture acquired over several centuries of human 
existence. 
 
ETC by definition is an attempt to correct the human tendency to use the negative 
faculties and replace them by actions which are pure and constructive. ETC is an 
education which goes beyond the conventional boundaries of cognitive education and 
helps the human beings to educate their thoughts and minds through a system of 
introspection and positive mind training.  
 
The practice of ETC compromises the following well-defined stages. 
 

1. Logical analysis of the content to be dealt to augment the efficacy of instruction 
2. Identification of the objective of learning and designing the instructional 

strategies to achieve all these objectives with minimum efforts 
3. The psychological preparation of the learner to receive and assimilate the content 

of learning to be presented 
4. Conceiving the strategies of learning with stress on the objective and subjective 

components of knowledge 
 

Swami Isa’s concept of teaching to achieve Total Consciousness can be illustrated with 
the help of the following example: 
 
Introducing the lesson unit “Water” to young children, the teacher should introduce the 
notion that three fourths of the Earth is composed of water, while only one fourth is solid 
matter. This discussion should then be extended to a consideration of the composition of 
the human body. The teacher presents the view that like the Earth, the human body is also 
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composed of one fourth of solid matter and three fourths water. This part of teaching is to 
develop the needed subjective knowledge. The idea is further developed by presenting 
the fact that what exists in this world outside is what exists within oneself. We can also 
extend to the learner the idea that all the minerals present in the Earth are there in the 
human body.  
 
In so doing, we are redirecting the attention of the learner to what is inside the learner to 
his/her own mental processes. By acquiring this kind of knowledge, the learner is lead to 
an enlightened perception of himself, from objective to subjective knowledge which will 
help him to identify himself with the rest of the universe. The process of teaching should 
be designed as to address the following relationships: 
 

• knowledge : society interrelationships 
• knowledge : environment interdependence 
• knowledge : universe interdependence 

 
This type of teaching has to be followed by a new kind of evaluation to see whether the 
higher outcomes of instruction envisaged in the new system have all been achieved. 
 
The lessons are to be evaluated to ensure that both the objective and the subjective 
aspects of knowledge have been internalised by the learner. The ultimate test of the 
efficiency of learning is that of checking whether the individual turned out by the new 
system is different from the products of the conventional system—whether the product of 
the new system acts as if s/he is a part of the physical/biological world around him/her. 
Lesson plans by teachers are to be prepared on the basis of this broad model. 
 
A number of working models have been developed and tested out by practising teachers 
under the close supervision of Swami Isa. Many senior educationalists were actively 
involved. The new system argues for a new system of evaluation. The evaluation 
currently adopted provides only an incomplete picture of a child’s development centered 
round certain superficial cognitive outcomes. What is required is a deeper development 
profile which will provide a picture of the acquisitions of outcomes within short learning 
intervals. 
 
The new system of evaluation recommended includes the assessment of both positive 
aspects of learning, like the intellectual and the emotional development, and also the 
extent to which the negative aspects of personal development have been reduced or 
brought under control. 
 
ETC provides for the evaluation of the physical aspects of the learner like cleanliness, 
body language, and basic learning skills like listening, speaking, reading, writing, 
communicating, studying and other related skills. The new system also believes in 
developing and evaluating the physical and mental development of the learners including 
aspects like coordination of larger muscles and fine muscles, activity levels, etc. The 
physical growth, like weight, height, muscular coordination, etc., are to be measured 
along with different creative talents including dramatics, dancing, music, painting, 
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handicrafts and literary activities. Evaluation is also extended to areas like physical drills, 
games and athletics. Special attention is paid to performance in socially useful productive 
work. 
 
The ultimate aim of the new instructional approach, as explained earlier, is to develop a 
human being who looks upon him/herself as part of the surroundings, and has developed 
a love for the entire range of objects in his/her surroundings, both animate and inanimate. 
The learner becomes one with his/her external and internal being. The learner in this 
system realizes that s/he is an inseparable part of the whole universe around him/her and 
has no independent existence of his/her own. His/her learning should lead to a self-
realization that humans are a miniature of the surrounding universe and s/he is expected 
to live as a part of it. The understanding will promote universal love and compassion. The 
educational model followed by “Education for Total Consciousness” is meant to impart 
this total and true knowledge that goes deep into one’s mind, and transcends the barriers 
of nationality, religion, language, caste and ethnicity. 
 
A committee consisting of the following educational experts was constituted to prepare 
the methodology and the detailed lesson plans for all levels of education: 
 
Dr. A. Sukumaran Nair   Chairman, Panel of Experts 
Former Vice Chancellor 
Mahatma Gandhi University 
 
Dr. K. Sivadasan Pillai   Vice Chairman 
Retired Prof. of Education 
University of Kerala 
 
Prof. N. Prasanna Kumar    Member 
Retired Prof. of Head of the Dept of Zoology 
Sree Narayana College Chempazhanthy 
Former Principal Sree Narayana Central School 
Sivagiri, Varkala 
 
Prof. Jane Henry    Member 
Experiential Research 
Open University, UK 
 
Prof. Jane Pohlmann    Member 
Lecturer, IT, Folkebojskolen 
Smohoj, Denmark 
 
Dr. C. Leela Devi    Member 
Retired Joint Director 
Pre-school Education, State Institute of Education 
 
Dr. D. Seethamony    Member 
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Retired Pre-Primary Education officer 
State Institute of Education  
 
Smt. Komalavally A. Nair   Member 
Senior Teacher, Govt. Pre-Primary 
Training Institute, Cotton Hill 
 
Dr B. Dharmangadan    Member 
Retired Prof. and Head of the Dept of Psychology 
University of Kerala 
 
Prof. Lalitha Santhakumar   Member 
Retired Prof. Dept of English 
Sree Narayana College Chempazhanthy 
 
Dr C.P. Aravindakshan   Member 
Former Director 
Shransik Vidyapeeth 
 
Dr V. Unnikrishnan Nair   Member 
Retired Prof. Dept of physics 
University of Kerala 
 
Sri K. Rameshkumar    Member 
Director 
Software Technology Park of India 
 
Dr C.R. Soman    Member 
Chairman  
Health Action by People 
 
Sri A. Prabhakaran    Member 
Director  
State Institute of Educational Technology 
 
Dr M.R. Thampan    Member 
Chairman  
Asan Samskarika Smithi 
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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON  
EDUCATION & CULTURE FOR TOTAL CONSCIOUSNESS  

 
held at Trivandrum on 4th & 5th February 2001 

 
Total Consciousness through Education was the slogan raised by the National Workshop 
on Education organized by the Isa Viswa Prajnana Trust at Trivandrum on 4th February 
2001. The National Workshop on Education and Culture for Total Consciousness mainly 
focused on evolving a three-tiered educational model giving equal importance on these 
aspects: objective, subjective and regional. 
 
H.H. Swami Isa, the founder of the Trust, stated in his invocation address that the present 
day education is only object-based. We acquire knowledge through our external senses 
with and without using external instruments. This is incomplete in the sense that it 
considers only external aspects and totally neglects the internal understanding process. 
 
Every individual experiences and reacts to each and every bit of knowledge with the help 
of his inner consciousness. Our various educational systems so far have not given any 
importance to the subjective equipment of an individual like the thought, mind, intellect, 
ego, ignorance and consciousness which really makes all the difference in the quantity 
and quality of the knowledge observed therein. The regional aspects should also be taken 
into consideration while formulating the curriculum with a view to make radical changes 
in the present system of education. The Trust conducted two important educational 
conferences, one at our national level and the other at international level.  
 
The national conference was held at Priyadarsini Planetarium Hall in Tiruvananthapuram 
Ditstrict on 4th and 5th February 2001. Educationalists from many States participated in 
the conference. Details of delegates participated in the conference are shown in Annexure 
1.  
 
In the inaugural session, welcoming the delegates and the distinguished guests, Dr A. 
Sukumaran Nair, former Vice-Chancellor of Mahatma Gandhi University, stressed the 
importance of the subjective and objective aspects of education. The conference was 
inaugurated by Dr K. Mohan Das, Director of Sri Chitra Institute of Medical Science and 
Technology, Tiruvananthapuram, and was presided over by Justice Sri P.C. Balakrishna 
Menon, Lokayuktha. The valedictory address was delivered by Her Highness Gowri 
Lekshmi Bai of the erstwhile Travancore Royal Family. Sri K. Jayakumar, IAS, former 
Education Secretary to Government, delivered the keynote addresses.  
 
The distinguished guests who participated in the conference recorded their opinions on 
the subject as noted below: 
 
Dr. K. Mohan Das, in his inaugural address stated that the educationalists should not 
forget and must give due importance to the tastes, views and preferences of the students 
community while giving shape to various models of curriculum. 
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Justice Sri. P.C. Balakrishna Menon, Lokayuktha, while delivering the presidential 
address, observed that education should not be mere book education but something that 
aims at human resources development. 
 
Dr. G. Bala Mohan Thampi, Director of Institute of Management in Government and 
former Vice Chancellor of Kerala University, stated in his keynote address that if one has 
to bring up the child imbiding moral values, it is necessary that the society should 
observe these moral values without fail. 
 
The Chief Guest, Dr. Surya Nath Prasad, International Secretary, International 
Association of Educators for World Peace, stressed the importance of value-based 
education in character formation. He delivered a speech emphasizing the necessity of 
bringing peace and harmony in the world through the proposed educational system 
(ETC). 
 
While felicitating the workshop, Dr. B. Vijayakumar, Prof. Nambeesa Ummal and Dr K. 
Prasanna Moorthy stressed the importance of using the mother tongue as the medium of 
instruction in educating young ones, as well as the need for providing affection. 
 
Dr. P.G. Nair, Professor and Head of the Dept of Demography, University of Kerala, 
remarked that the present educational system is stuffing the brain and straining the 
intellect. The ultimate aim should be knowledge to discriminate between right and wrong. 
 
The following educational experts presented Theme Papers for discussion in the National 
Workshop on Education and Culture for Total Consciousness, held in four sessions on 4th 
and 5th February 2001: 
 
 
Name & Address Name of Theme Paper 
Dr. Krishna Prasad Sreedhar 
Professor of Psychology 
University of Kerala 

Universal Education on Total 
Consciousness 

Dr. K. Vijayan 
Former Director 
Manuscripts Library 
University of Kerala 

Evaluation of Present Systems of Higher 
Education 

Dr. K. Sivadasan Pillai 
Former Director,  
Dept of Adult & Continuing Education 

Education, Society, Interaction for 
Universal Consciousness 

Dr. Srethamony 
Retired Pre-Primary Education Officer 
State Institute of Education 

The Parent as Teacher 
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Dr. C. Leela Devi 
Retired Joint Director,  
Kerala Institute of Education 
Pre-School Education 

Early Childhood Education – An outline 
 

Smt. Sarah Varghese 
Principal, District Institute of Education 
and Training 

Value Education 
Problems and Suggestions 

Dr. M. Haridas 
Ex Field Adviser 
National Council of Educational Research 
& Training 

Education in Kerala 
Secondary Stage 

Dr. Vasantha R. Patri 
Chair Person 
Reader in Psychology 
Lady Shri Ranu College, Delhi 

Sensitizing pupils to think mindfully about 
all living objects and the Universe 

Dr. Sankaran Nair 
TC/292 (Linguiste)  
Indira Nagar, Peroorkada 

The milestones of British System of 
Education in India and the policy of 
religious neutrality 

Dr. Vasantha Ramkumar 
Former Prof & Head and Dean 
Faculty of Education, University of Kerala 

Value-oriented curricula for higher 
education 

Dr. (Mrs.) Rajani PRS Pillai 
MA, Ed M 
Director, Shri PRS Pillay Memorial 
Balavikas Institute, Gandhitharg 

Early childhood care and pattern of 
parenting to the development of education, 
cultural and Total Consciousness 

EVS Namboodiri 
Scientist, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
&  
Dr S. Rajufscar 
Division Head, Library, Vikram Sarabhai 
Space Centre 

Scientific orientation, verification and 
application of subject-object interaction 

Sri. Er. Ganapathy Rao 
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 

-DO- 

Dr. M.A. Sudhir 
Dept of Applied Research 
Gandhi Gram Rural City 

Education for Peace and Harmony 

 
 
SESSION I: UNIVERSAL EDUCATION 
Presenting the main theme paper in the first session, Dr. Krishna Prasad Sreedhar, Prof. 
of Psychology, University of Kerala, elaborated the Vision of Swami Isa and concluded 
that universal education envisaged by H.H. Swami Isa is to reorient all of us to that 
education which equips everybody to acquire the true nature of the object and the subject. 
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Universal Education, according to Swami, was to transform the subject to self realization 
and to experience the oneness of the subject, the object, and the universe. 
 
Dr. Vasanta R. Patri, Reader, Sri Ram College, New Delhi, chaired the second session on 
value-oriented curriculum. The theme paper was presented by Dr K. Viyayan, Former 
Director, Manuscripts Library, University of Kerala. He expressed his concern about 
rapid growth of population, growing insincerity of public men, lack of discipline, and 
political intervention downgrading the quality of education. He also pointed out the 
inadequacy of infrastructural facilities. 
 
Dr. C. Leela Devi, Former Joint Director of Kerala Institute of Education, resorted to a 
novel presentation on moral development in children by a puppet show, which spoke 
volumes within a short time. 
 
Dr. Jaleel, Director, School of Pedagogical Science, MG University, Kottayam, 
emphasized the three major domains of education: the cognitive, the affective and the 
psychomotor. He also mentioned the necessity of professional and moral accountability 
on the part of teachers. 
 
Dr. Seethamony, former Pre-primary Education Officer, State Institute of Education, 
stressed the importance of orienting the parents to the “subject plane” in education. 
 
Smt. Sarah Varghese, principal, District Institute of Education and Training, threw light 
on the problems that one might confront in imparting value education, and she offered a 
few valuable suggestions. She concluded that children are worth the values they pick up 
and hence, they should become important to the country and society by imbibing the right 
kind of values. 
 
Dr. Vasantha Ranu Kumar, former Dean, Faculty of Education, University of Kerala, 
pointed out our inability to create a new educational system even after fifty-three years of 
independence. 
 
Group Discussion 1 
Sri. A.S. Narayana Pillai, former Director of Collegiate Education, Government of 
Kerala, moderated the group discussion regarding Primary Education. The group 
discussed the need for value-based education and its implementation at the pre-primary 
level. The following points were brought out in the group discussion: 
 

1. Value-oriented education should be started from pre-school age 
2. Expression of emotions should be taught from early childhood 
3. Activities are to be organised on the basis of the developmental needs and 

developmental characteristics of children 
 
Group Discussion 2 
Dr. Vellayani Arjunan, former Director, State Institute of Encyclopedia and Publications, 
moderated the second group of discussion of the participants of Secondary Education.  
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The group suggested that implementing the National Council of Educational Research & 
Training Syllabus to the State as a whole would ensure a better quality in primary and 
secondary level education. Some of the participants suggested that religious education 
should be given as a part of general education and must be included in the textbooks to 
promote positive aspects of religions. Some others suggested that religious teachings 
should be presented in an informed way as a drama or other, such forms presented in the 
class by the students and teachers. The group stressed the necessity of introducing moral 
lessons and outlined the methodology of teaching these in the curriculum of Teacher 
Training Certificate, Bachelor of Education and Master of Education. The group also 
considered the merits of extra curricular activities in the moral development of students. 
The delegates strongly demanded that present-day politics should be banned from the 
campus, as it encouraged violence and lawlessness and under-rated values. According to 
the group, the teachers should have the quality of attracting the attention of students and 
they should become a model for students. Then only morality and values in the teachers 
could be transmitted to the students. 
 
Group Discussion 3 
The third group discussion was moderated by Dr N.P. Unni, Former Vice-Chancellor Sri 
Sankara University, Kalady, Kerala. The group came out with five issues. They were as 
follows: 
 

1. Students should be given ideas of ethics, spirituality, philosophy and personality 
development 

2. Teachers should take particular interest in explaining to the students the 
importance of eternal values for a changing world 

3. Students should have more meaningful social services like community services 
4. Introduction of epics into curriculum 
5. Studying the biography of great men 

 
SESSION II: EDUCATION – SOCIETY INTERACTION FOR TOTAL 
CONSCIOUSNESS 
On 5th February, the second session dealt with Education – Society Interaction for Total 
Consciousness, was chaired by Dr. Surya Nath Prasad, International Society-General, 
International Association of Educators for World Peace and Dr. Vedamoni Manuel, 
Former Professor of Education and Dean, Faculty of Education, University of Kerala.  
 
Theme paper was presented by Dr. K. Sivadasan Pillai, Former Director, Department of 
Adult and Continuing Education, University of Kerala. 
 
He emphasized the interaction of the students at three levels: 
 

1. Pupil and the Environment 
2. Pupil and Society (parents, teachers, fellow beings, animals and habitat) 
3. Pupil and the Universe (interaction between them) culminating in education for 

world peace 
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Dr. Sivadasan Pillai observed that value orientation in education was necessary for the 
growth and development of every individual, but the question was whether it could be 
taught as any other subject. According to him, learning of values was not a one-time 
affair. It is not to be preached but to be practised. Values have to be realised in daily life. 
An awareness of values is essential to overcome the dilemmas of everyday life. For 
inculcation of values, both formal and informal approaches should be identified. An 
analysis of the existing curriculum and syllabi at all levels was to be examined to identify 
values implied there in. This would suggest appropriate steps to inculcate them among 
children and to explore possibilities of incorporating existing gaps in school subjects. 
 
Dr. Vasanthi R. Patri, Reader, Sri Ram College, New Delhi University, presented a paper 
on sensitising pupils to think mindfully about all living objects and the universe. 
According to her, children are natural learners. They learn from all situations and 
learning takes place through formal and informal experiences. She compared the Indian 
and Western values on ten dimensions. She is of the opinion that attending the traditional 
Gurukal was one of the most important events in the life of a person. It included the 
physical, moral, social, psychological and mental development of the pupil. 
 
SESSION III: SCIENTIFIC ORIENTATIONS, VERIFICATIONS AND 
APPLICATIONS OF SUBJECT/OBJECT INTERACTION 
The last session dealt with scientific orientations, verifications and applications of 
subject/object interaction. It was chaired by Sri S. Krishnakumar, IAS, Former Minister 
of State, Government of India. Presenting the theme paper, Dr. E.V.S. Namboothini, 
Scientist, Indian Space Research Organization, highlighted the scientific orientations, 
verifications and applications of subject/object interaction. He stated that education could 
bring an awareness that can transcend religious barriers. He clearly elucidated the 
communication and thinking skills that account for the acquisition of values. He also 
explored micro-level problems in the implementation of complete and proper education 
by pointing out the necessities of neuropsychological assessment along with its possible 
advantages. 
 
The sub-papers were presented by Fr. (Dr.) Antony Chirapazeth, Director, School of 
Gandhiram, Thoughts and Development Studies, MG University; Sri. Ganapathy Rao, 
Engineering scientist, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, Trivandrum and Dr. Ranjith, Bio-
medical Engineer, BMT Wings, Sri Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and 
Technology. Two group discussions were held. The first group dealt with discussion on 
curriculum development was moderated by Dr. K. Soman, former Commissioner of 
Educational Development and Research, Government of Kerala. According to the group, 
the major objective of value education should be total, sustainable, transferable, and 
aimed at productive development of the individual. 
 
The following suggestions emerged from the discussion: 
 

1. Whatever was the study, it should be seen from subjective and objective angles 
2. Biographies of great personalities should be taught and the way of teaching 

should be different at different levels 
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3. Values that highlighted the cultural heritage should be prioritized 
4. Values that account for developing positive thinking, self-confidence, optimism 

and self-respect should be taught 
5. Day-to-day activities of children should be correlated with values 
6. Regional languages should be given due importance 
7. Physical education must be implemented at all levels 
8. Whatever be the nature of the study, methods that called for active participation of 

the students should be followed 
9. Yoga and meditation exercises could be given to the students 
10. Above all, children should be taught simple living and high thinking  

 
The discussion by Research & Development group, moderated by Dr. Ravi, Head, 
Sustainable Development Energy, Management Centre, Thiruvananthapuram, considered 
basic research needed for validating the newly proposed educational system. 
 
The group specified some objectives asunder: 
 

1. The idea of the group was to develop a Research & Development system which 
helped to achieve an education strategy for identifying the four components: 
intellect, mind, ego and ignorance. 

2. Specification of methods for validation. It was pointed out that integrated 
neuropsychological & technological research was required. 

3. A new system of evaluation was needed. 
 
Dr. M.R. Thampan, Chairman, Asan Samskarika Smithi, delivered a vote of thanks to all 
participants and their contents, lesson plans, etc. are shown in Annexure 2 & 3. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION & CULTURE 
FOR TOTAL CONSCIOUSNESS  

 
at Thiruvananthapuram on November 15th to 17th 2001 

 
In pursuance of the conclusions of the National Conference on Education and Culture for 
Total Consciousness at Achutha Menon Centre Auditorium, Sri Chitra Thirunal Institute 
of Medical Sciences and Technology, Medical College Campus, Thiruvananthapuram on 
15th to 17th November 2001. The inaugural function held at the University Senate Hall 
was presided over by Sri Nalakathu Soopi, Honorable Minister for Education, 
Government of Kerala, Sri Babu Divakaran, Honorable Minister for Labour, Govt. of 
Kerala inaugurated the Conference, which was well attended by eminent educational 
experts and public persons from different parts of the world. 
 
Dr. A. Sukumaran Nair, chairman of the organizing committee welcomed the delegates 
and presented a brief report of the conclusions reached in the previous National 
Conference held at Thiruvananthapuram on 4th and 5th February 2001. A large number of 
educationalists from India and abroad participated in the functions. Details are shown in 
Annexure 4. 
 
In his presidential address, Shri Nalakathu Soopi, Honorable Minister for Education, 
stated that the aim of education should be to nourish the hidden potential in every child 
and to develop the child into a responsible citizen who has a real concern for others in his 
community. He stressed the need for a value-based education which corrects most of the 
pitfalls of the system. 
 
Sri Babu Divakaran, Honorable Minister for Education, Govt. of Kerala in his inaugural 
address, underlined the drawbacks of the present system of education and stated that we 
are yet to evolve an educational system which is suitable for sustaining the cultural 
tradition of the country. 
 
In the invocation address H.H. Swami Isa presented the essential elements of the 
concepts of “Education and Culture for Total Consciousness.” According to his vision, 
the present day education with its focus on object-based knowledge, fails to make 
provision for developing subject-based knowledge. He underlined the fact that 
knowledge to be completed should include both aspects. Swami Isa pointed out that 
knowledge is often equated with education, which is a wrong way of interpreting 
education. Education, to be real, should kindle the fire in the learner to learn and inspire 
the universe. Conventional education is aimed only at one aspect of learning, i.e. 
knowing the mechanistic world outside.  
 
Little do we understand that the material that composes the external physical world exists 
within ourselves, and in the same proportion in which they exist in the external 
environment. For example, the world outside consists of 71 % water and 29 % of solid 
matter, and our body also is composed of water and solid matter in the same proportion. 
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There is nothing in the external world which is not present in our physical bodies and 
vice-versa. This means that a human being is a micro cosmos, or a miniature, of the 
universe outside. Mere explanations of what exists outside provides only incomplete 
knowledge. 
 
Full knowledge needs to be created through a total understanding of oneself in relation to 
his surrounding environment through Total Consciousness. Lack of this Total 
Consciousness (our failure to understand that we are part of the surroundings) is the root 
cause of all the miseries in the world. Education that leads from partial consciousness to 
Total Consciousness is what is required. The duality between the human beings and the 
universe is to be broken. This would result in the integration of the individual and his 
consciousness with the external world and help to achieve “Universal integration”. 
 
H.H. Swami Isa reiterated the fact that “Education for Total Consciousness” is not an 
education with a sectarian outlook confined to particular religious beliefs or cultural 
contexts. Swami Isa made it clear that it is addressed to the whole of humanity and the 
whole universe. The prevailing curriculum, its operation anywhere can be adapted to 
integrate the new viewpoints. What is needed is a change in the conceptualization of the 
process of education and the method of transacting the curriculum. Swami Isa spoke 
some words for universal peace. 
 
The distinguished educational experts who participated in the conference had recorded 
their opinion on the subject as follows: 
 
Dr. Kapil Kapoor, Rector, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi spoke at length on 
the inadequacies of the present day education and pointed out eleven major issues that 
have hindered the progress of education in India. He supported the efforts of Swami Isa 
to correct the short comings of education and stated that Swami Isa’s vision on education 
is a correction to our faulted educated thinking. 
 
Dr. Jane Henry, a reputed applied psychologist from the British Open University, UK in 
her special address underlined the fact that a major reason for experimental approaches 
and inner sciences not receiving proper acceptance was that educationalists could not be 
presented with a theory that explained why education should devote more attention to 
inner development. She was of the opinion that the efforts of Swami Isa to present a 
viable alternate theory was a step in the right direction. 
 
Justice Sri P.C. Balakrishna Menon, Lokayukhta Kerala, enumerated the dangers of the 
prevailing system of education, and supported the introduction of value-based education 
to correct the distortions in the perception of education, created by a knowledge-based 
system.  
 
The eminent scholars who presented supporting theme papers were: Dr. C.V. Ananda 
Bose, IAS, Secretary to Govt. of Kerala, Dr. M.R. Thampan, formerly Director, State 
Language Institute, Thiruvananthapuram and Sri K.V. Nambiar, IAS (retired), Former 
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Secretary, State Planning Board. They advocated the adoption of urgent corrective 
measures based on Swami Isa’s system of “Education for Total Consciousness.” 
 
More details about theme papers, lessons plans etc. are shown in the Annexures 5 and 6. 
 
A souvenir was released on the occasion by Justice P.C. Balakrishna Menon Lokayakhta, 
Kerala (Annexure 7) 
 
The inaugurated session ended with a vote of thanks by Sri A.V.Subbara, IPS (Ret’d), 
former Director General of Police, Kerala. 
 
The business sessions were held at the Achutha Menon Centre, Auditorium, Sri. Chitra 
Thirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology, Thiruvananthapuram on 16th and 
17th November 2001.  There were six sessions.   
 
SESSION I: INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATION FOR TOTAL CONSCIOUSNESS 
In the Introductory session on Education for Total Consciousness, Dr A. Sukumaran 
Nair, Former Vice Chancellor, Mathatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, attempted to 
present the concept of the new system in terms of the certain imperatives as noted below: 
 

1. The need to correct the existing concept in terms of Swami Isa’s Vision and use 
this as a starting point for initiating a worldwide dialogue on education. 

2. The need to develop a deeper knowledge of one’s learning equipments and use 
this knowledge in instructional practise. 

3. The need to accept the concept of Education for Total Consciousness and use this 
for evolving the basic operational modalities of education. 

4. The need to develop a proper knowledge about the individual – environmental 
relationship. 

5. The need to define the process of learning envisaged in the new system and attune 
our instructional strategies to conform to this prescription. 

6. The need to develop an understanding of the role of the “inner eye” in learning. 
 
SESSION II: HIGHER EDUCATION 
The Higher Education session was chaired by Prof. T. R. Anantharaman, Former 
Director, Institute of Technology and Rector, Benaras Hindu University, Varanasi.  A 
number of Theme Papers were in the sessions.   
 
Dr. Krishnan, Director, Professor and Head of Department of Education, Madurai, 
Kannaraj University, dealt with the methodologies to be adopted for improving the 
quality of learning and suggested that we prepare lesson modules which can be used as 
models for propagating the intelogies.  He remarked that there should be provision for 
orientation programmes to readjust teachers with new concepts and attract them to the 
methodologies implicit in the new Concept.  He also stressed the need to inculcate the 
quality of empathy and other-centeredness in the learners. 
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Dr. Sasidharan Nair, Professor and Head of Department of Sanskrit, Madurai, Kannaraj 
University, suggested that we evolve a system which is fully in consonance with Swami 
Isa’s Concept, and education which will lead to enlightenment and evolution of society.  
He emphasised the need to train learners in research methodology.  He also observed that 
an ideal education is that in which the student is able to experience what he learns.  This 
should become a way of life with the learner.  He remarked that no useful purpose will be 
served by changing present-day education for its inadequacies, unless we have scientific 
corrections to offer.  Positive thinking and positive action is what is needed. 
 
Presenting his paper on “Education and the Widening of Consciousness,” Dr. Kavita A 
Sharma, Principal, Hindu College, University of Delhi remarked that educational 
institutions would have attained their true goal if they could teach us to become witnesses 
to or own thoughts and actions and to have the honesty and courage to act 
dispassionately, apart from making the educational workers technologically competent. 
 
Speaking on “Educational Priorities for Total Consciousness,” Dr. C.V. Vijayalekshmi, 
Prof. and Head of Dept. of Education and Smt. Padmavathy, Mahila Viswavidyalayam 
College, Tirupati, had stated that an education system should be able to develop scientific 
temper, humanitarian spirit, secular mind and the yearning for the unknown. 
 
Sri. Mustufa Khan, MSG College, Nasik highlighted the view that Total Consciousness 
would help to increase one’s awareness of all the facts of life and their deeper 
implications for constructing knowledge.  Dr. Vijayalekshmi Nambiar, Head of Dept of 
Commerce, M.U. College, Pimpri, Pune presented her view points on “Total 
Consciousness through Education.”  She observed that education is beautifully defined in 
the ancient sloka “Ya Vidya Sa Vimuchyte,” which means that education should help to 
create the knowledge which liberates. 
 
Shri. Jan Johlmaun, Lecturer, IT-Folkehojskolen Snoghoj, Denmark, expressed his views 
that H.H.Swami Isa’s Concept of Total Consciousness combining both the subjective and 
objective levels of knowledge, could be a turning point for the European mind if 
implemented carefully and integrated into the educational system from Kindergarten to 
higher education. 
 
Smt. Ajitha Nayar, Guest Lecturer, Mar Theophilus Training College, 
Thiruvananthapuram, opined that to realize the real goals of education, its content should 
include spiritual and cultural elements which can cater to the needs of value education.  
Human rights education, education for social welfare, moral education and environmental 
education should be added to the existing content of education. 
 
SESSION III: LECTURE DEMONSTRATIONS 
In the III session, lecture demonstrations of the proposed educational models were 
presented as follows: 
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Name of Participants Subject Educational models 

Mrs. Suresh Kumar 
Teacher, Higher Secondary 
School, Tirumala 

Physics The working principle of a loud 
speaker 

Dr. M.S. Geetha 
Selection Grade Lecturer in 
English, Govt College of 
Teacher Education, 
Trivandrum 
 

English Lesson on the poem “Daffodils” 
by William Wordsworth 

Dr. Syama 
Dept of Malayalam 
Sree Narayana College, 
Chempazhanthi 

Malayalam A lesson “Sundari Poovu 
Unayunilla” 

Smt. Vimeetha 
Teacher, Isa Viswa 
Vidyalayam 

Biology A lesson on the concept of human 
body and its parts 

Smt. V. Sreekala 
Teacher, Isa Viswa 
Vidyalayam 

Mathematics The concept of subtraction 
designed for a group of primary 
students 

Smt. Vidya Nanini 
Teacher, Isa Viswa 
Vidyalayam 

English A demonstration lesson in English 
for Std. I 

 
All the lesson models demonstrated how each topic could be taught using the steps 
suggested by Swami Isa, within the broad framework also suggested by Him, with special 
emphasis on the objective, subjective, regional psychological, mythological and 
theological discussions, with extra stress on the psychological preparedness and entry 
behaviour of the learners.  
 
SESSION IV: SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION INTERFACE 
Dr. Ram Mohan, Dept. of Anthropology, Pondicherry University, presented a paper on 
“Students’ Creativity and Integrated Personality” in the IV Session.  He stressed the 
importance of spiritual education which would bring profound changes in the personality 
and creativity of students. 
 
In presenting his paper on “Agricultural Education in India,” Dr. Venkatarangananka, 
Asst. Professor, Dept of Agricultural Extension, Bangalore, pointed out that agriculture 
was included in the curricula of Nalanda and Takshashila Universities, and that the spirit 
in which it was included in the curricula in ancient times was not properly understood by 
the present-day educationalists. 
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Dr. S.C. Gaindhar, Ret’d Scientist, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, Thiruvananthapuram, 
while presenting his paper “Space-Time Matter-Energy in Vedas and Science,” 
elucidated Einstein’s unified field theory to substantiate Adi Shankara’s teaching that 
Brahma is Satyam. 
 
Dr. Joy Philip, Head of the Dept of Medicine, Medical College, Thiruvananthapuram, 
emphasized the importance of more doctor-patient interactions in medical education.  His 
paper on subjectivisation of teaching and learning, expounded the need for a total 
understanding of the learner and his needs. 
 
Shri D. Jayachandran, K. Radhakrishnan and T.K. Roop, Dept of Neurology, Medical 
College, elaborated the role of group counselling on epilepsy in their paper “The Effect 
of Yoga-Meditation in Epilepsy.”  The study obtained conclusive evidence of the efficacy 
of yoga and meditation for reducing seizure frequency in epilepsy. 
 
In the Lecture demonstrations, the Chair Person was Dr. Vasantha R. Patri, Reader in 
Psychology, Lady Shri Ram College, New Delhi.   Dr. Raj Mohan, Associate Professo, 
Agricultural University, Thiruvananthapuram, spoke on biodiversity and used this as a 
theme for demonstrating the new educational model. 
 
Dr. Valsala, Selection Grade Lecturer in Educational Technology, Govt College of 
Teachers Education, Thiruvananthapuram, presented new ideas on the theme of 
photosynthesis and demonstrated how the new model can be used for dealing with the 
theme. 
 
Prof. Lalitha Santhakumar, Head of Dept of English, Sree Narayana College, 
Thiruvananthapuram, presented lesson plans based on Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” (College 
level).  Details of presentation of lesson-plans by other delegates are shown in Annexure 
6. 
 
SESSION V 
While presenting his paper on “Manuscripts and Ancient Educational System, Dr. K. 
Vijayan, Former Director, Manuscripts Library, University of Kerala, pointed out that 
Sanskrit was unique in many respects and could help in awakening in the individual a 
desire to know more about the new education and would enable him to experience Total 
Consciousness. 
 
Dr. Kapil Kappor, Rector, Jawaharlal Nehru University, presented his paper on 
“Deculturization, Deintellectualization.”  He stressed the need to identify and establish 
valid knowledge.  In order to attain much knowledge, we have to polish the mechanisms 
used for gaining knowledge.  He added the importance of various steps and stages to be 
needed for gaining valid knowledge. 
 
Dr. Vasantha R. Patri, Chairperson, Indian Institute of Counselling, New Delhi, presented 
her paper on education:  “A Process of Living Through Continuous Reconstruction of 
Experience.”  She expressed her concern over efficacy of the present school system, 
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which she characterised as curriculum-oriented and examination focussed.  Children are 
frightened of this education because they are made to feel inadequate because of their 
fear that it is based on information loading in an area in which they are not sure of their 
success.  To restructure, she stressed the need to integrate the knowledge with the child’s 
thinking and feeling. 
 
Prof. B.S. Bhasi, Chief Executive Office U.S. Technology Park, Thiruvananthapuram, 
expressed the view that knowledge management will be the biggest educational challenge 
in the coming years, especially in the emerging “knowledge society” with its emphasis on 
intangible intellectual assets, rather than on physical assets.  
 
Presenting his paper “Reform of Education for Empowerment,” Dr. N.N. Panicker 
suggested that a strategy for a reformed education that will result in persons who have the 
desired motivation, skills and knowledge together with physical fitness, intelligence, 
morality and emotional stability.  He stated that only very wholesome individuals can 
thrive in the coming age of interdependence. 
 
Prof. K.S. Kumara Swamy, Sri. Venkateswara University, Thirupathy, spoke on 
“Education for National Integration.” He had asserted that we should have a separate 
system of education for national integration.  This should be reoriented and made more 
broad-based, to meet the needs of the new society. 
 
Dr. A. Pushparajan, Professor and Head of the Dept. of Interreligious Relations, Madurai 
Kamaraj Univeristy, Madurai, presented a lesson plan based on the proposed model.  He 
pointed out that one has to proceed using a serious of steps if we have to achieve 
religious harmony. The steps, according to him, are as follows: 

1. One Truth coming down to others 
2. Efforts to know richness of others’ religions 
3. Attaining perfectibility in all religions 
4. Co-responsibility for the problems of the world 

 
Dr. Theresa Susan, Lecturer in Educational Technology University of Kerala, 
Thiruvananthapuram emphasised the need for specially designed distance education 
programmes to expound the new ideas and also for computer-aided instruction and the 
use of other audio-visual media to facilitate the learning process. 
 
Dr. M.K. George, Layola College of Social Science, Thiruvananthapuram, explained the 
basis of the Integral-Pedagogical Paradigm (IPP) model  The present system, he pointed 
out, aims at academic excellence, whereas the IPP model aims at “human excellence” and 
“cultural growth.” 
 
SESSION VI: PRIMARY EDUCATION 
Dr. K. Sivadasan Pillai, Former Director, Dept of Adult and Continuing Education, 
University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, presented the views of the group for Primary 
Education and made the following observations/suggestions: 
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1. The group in the Primary Education fully endorses the introduction of Swami 
Isa’s Vision and all curricular areas from Std I onwards, if not earlier. 

2. Swami Isa’s approaches should be introduced with adequate training and 
supported by essential equipment, so that they deliver the expected educational 
services. 

3. The group was not sure whether all topics/sessions could be dealt with using the 
suggested framework, and conform to the rigid framework of conventional 
education. 

4. Special emphasis should be given to the teaching languages even while we retain 
English as the medium for interaction. 

5. An integrated approach is strongly recommended. 
6. Starting with Swami Isa’s experimental school, the attempt should be extended to 

other schools as well, after taking into confidence, the teachers and the public at 
large, and convince all concerned about the applicability of the new approaches. 

7. Simultaneous introduction of this approach at secondary level is desirable, if we 
have to make the scheme popular. 

 
Dr. Unnikrishnan Nair, Prof of Opto-Electronics, University of Kerala, 
Thiruvananthapuram, presented the following suggestions for Secondary and Higher 
Secondary Education: 
1. The present system of education is west-oriented.  We have to restructure 

education for stress both the subjective and objective aspects of learning.  This 
should be used as the basis of developing Total Consciousness.  The student must 
be helped to become conscious of themselves, their environment, their national 
identity, and their identity in their own group.  Education must be oriented to the 
culture for which it is meant.  Materialistic orientations given in present education 
should be de-emphasised.  

2. Spiritual aspects should be given due importance in educational transactions. 
3. Examples and models or education must be drawn from our own ethics and 

literature. 
4. Student participation must be given greater importance. We have to practise child-

oriented education. 
5. Teachers must be given continuous orientation to help them to adopt the new 

practices in teaching. 
6. Slow learning students must be identified and given special coaching. 
7. Extracurricular activities should be given their rightful place in education – sports 

and games, arts, debates etc. should be treated as education and used to encourage 
and develop creativity in students. 

 
Mrs. Vimala Menon, Secretary, Cheshire Homes, Kowdiar, Thiruvananthapuram, while 
presenting her views of the early education group, made the following observations: 
 

1. As the Pre-school is an extension of the household, it should not be practised as 
formal education, but practised as informal education, where the children should 
feel that they are in their home environment, education at this stage should be 
practised as Early Childhood Care and Education (ECD). 
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2. The ECD Programme should bring joy and happiness to all children irrespective 
of caste, creed, gender, background or ability; this programme should be practised 
carefully to integrate the Concept of Total Consciousness. 

3. The programme should be based on the developmental need, developmental stage 
and developmental characteristics of children. 

4. The education should be so designed as to respect the child as an individual and 
help him/her to learn to love him/herself and treat him/herself as a member of 
his/her family, and as part of the universe. 

5. The in-service and pre-service orientation training to teachers to help them to 
understand the concept of Total Consciousness programme should be extended 
also to the non-teachers who attend to children. 

6. Model tools and techniques for the implementation of these concepts should be 
developed in resource centers and supplied to ECD centres. 

7. Awareness programmes for parents, especially mothers, should be developed and 
they should also be brought into the operation of the programme. 

8. Cultural programme and mass-media programmes should be organised as part of 
the educational programmes at this stage. Community awareness can be 
developed through these methods. 

9. Research and periodical evaluation of the programme should be undertaken so as 
to extend education to the primary levels. 

 
RESOLUTIONS  
 
The delegates, resource persons, educationalists and other distinguished guests who 
attended the conference have discussed various issues projected in the conference and 
passed the following resolutions: 
 

1. Present-day education has its focus on external knowledge. This is true for 
education given at all levels, from pre-primary to higher education. Teachers and 
parents alike are interested in operating a system of education which addresses 
only one of the intentions of education – producing job seekers who are in the end 
dissatisfied with themselves, the system and life. These frustrations have 
contributed in large measure to the inordinate increase in suicides, violence, 
hatred, terrorism, accidents, corruption and cynicism resulting in uncertainty and 
untold misery to life on earth. Science and technology developed during the past 
several centuries for making life more comfortable, have themselves become 
weapons of human destruction and the culture developed by the humans. 
Education should counter the above menace. What is needed is a new kind of 
education. A paradigm shift in education is the only long term and lasting 
measures to change the social set-up and to input sanity and rationality in human 
behavior. 

 
2. The major defect in present-day education is that it has its focus on the acquisition 

of knowledge external to the learner (object-based knowledge) and has failed to 
provide knowledge about the learner himself (subject-based knowledge). The 
learner should be helped to know that whatever is present with external world is 
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also present within the individual learner. The study of phenomena outside should 
be taken up simultaneously with the study of the individual and then only will 
education be complete and meaningful. Incorporating the study of knowledge 
about the self should be done in relation to study of the object, the environment, 
the society and the universe. Such as study which puts the learner as part of his 
environment will lead to love instead of hatred, understanding instead of 
intolerance, harmony instead of disequilibrium. The new education will promote 
ecological balance instead of the concept of ecological exploitation. 

 
3. The ETC, as proposed by H.H. Swami Isa, is a remedy for the ills of the education 

and of society. The concept, the methods and techniques are those which would 
give a meaning to education. 

 
4. With a view to spreading the message of ETC it is necessary to develop the IVPT 

as a model agency, with its headquarters at Thiruvananthapuram. It is necessary 
that local centres are started in various states of India, and in countries abroad. 
The committees will hold conferences, seminars, meetings for spreading the new 
message in consultation with the IVPT. 

 
5. The IVPT will further strengthen its R&D setup, to fine-tune the philosophy of 

Education for Total Consciousness and chalk out strategies for spreading the basic 
concepts implied in the new system. The IVPT will produce on mass scale using 
new instructional models which will cover the needs of learners at all levels. 

 
6. It is necessary to give wide publicity to the proceedings of the Conference, and it 

is best to the resolutions, are sent to agencies like the U.N., government of India, 
state governments in India, other educationalists and implementing agencies as 
also the media with a request that they will launch a major debate on the issue. 

 
7. It is necessary to chalk out ways and means of mobilising public opinion on the 

issue and influence educationalists and policy makers all over the world through 
appropriate interchange of ideas. 
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STATE-LEVEL CONFERENCES ON EDUCATION FOR TOTAL CONSCIOUSNESS 

 
In connection with the Annual Day Celebration of Isa Viswa Vidyalayam run by the 
IVPT, the following State-level conferences on ETC were held to discuss about serious 
defeats affected in the present system of education and to solve problems according to 
Swami Isa’s vision on education. 

 
I.   The first conference was inaugurated by Sri Babu Divakaran, Honorable Minister for 
Labour, Government of Kerala at V.J.T. Hall, Thiruvananthapuram on 19th February 
2003. H.H. Swami Isa delivered the benedictory address. Dr. N.B. Abu, President 
Devaswam Board, Dr. K. Raman Pulai, Aurobindo Culture Centre, Dr. M.R. Thampan, 
Chairman, Asan Samskarika Smithi, Sri R.P. Lalaji, CEO Sea Vino System, Technopark 
are among the dignitaries who spoke on the occasion. The Seminar on Education was 
inaugurated on the same day and in the same venue by Sri K. Mohan Das, IAS, Principal 
Secretary, Higher Education. The eminent educationalists who presented papers in the 
Seminar include Dr. Sivadasan Pillai, retired Professor of Education Department, Kerala 
University, Dr. K.R. Sivadasan, Dean, Kerala University, Dr. Krishna Prasad Sreedhar, 
Prof. Department of Psychology, Kariavattom and Dr. Rajam P.R.S. Pillai, Specialist in 
Child Psychology. 

 
II. The second conference on ETC was held at VJI Hall on 12th January 2004. The 
conference was inaugurated by Sri G. Karthikeyan, Honorable Minister for Culture, 
Government of Kerala. H.H. Swami Isa delivered the benedictory address. The eminent 
educationalists participating in the function are: 

 
1. Shri. Mohandas, Principal Secretary, Dept. of Higher Education, IAS 
2. Shri. M. Nandakuma, Secretary, Khadi Board 
3. Dr. M.G. Sasibhooshan, Director, Vilopilly Samkrithi-Bhavan 
4. Shri. Viswanathan, Director, Milbranikethan 
5. Dr. John Grims, University of North Dakota, USA 

 
III. The third conference was held at VJT Hall, Thiruvananthapuram on 31 January, 
2008. Sri Ayyappan, Honorable District Collector inaugurated the function. Dr. M.K. 
Ramachandran Nair, Vice Chancellor of Kerala University presided over the meeting. 
H.H. Swami Isa delivered the invocation speech. The distinguished guests who 
participated in the conference and spoke on the Educational Seminar were: 
 

1. Smt. P.K. Shreemathy, Honorable Minister of Health, Govt. of Kerala 
2. Dr. Babu Divakaran, Former Minister for Labour 
3. Dr. K. Sivasan Pillai, Former Director, Dept. of Adult and Continuing Education, 

University of Kerala 
4. Dr. Unnikrishnan Nair, Prof. of Optical Electronics, University of Kerala 
5. Sri. Sugunan, Under Secretary to Government 
6. Sri. Gopakumar, Former Counsellor, Corporation of Thiruvananthapuram 


